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SICKLE CELL DISEASE IN RURAL GHANA

Sickle cell comes with excruciating pain. Mo@s who have sickle cell say the pain is more
agonizing than labor pain. In some rural areas of Ghana like ZUARUNGU in the Upper East

Region, it is believed that only witches can cause people they hate to go through such

indescribable pain.




THE STORY OF PATRICK ATUO
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Patrick Atuo is a 45 year old former literature teacher. His
teaching career got completely truncated some 16 years ago
when he had his first major sickle cell crisis and by the time it

was through with him, it left him walking with the help of

crutches.
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THE STORY OF 12-YEAR OLD JONAS
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THE STORY OF A 12-YEAR OLD JONAS

12 year old Jonas Abuni and his parents live in the outskirts of
Zuarungu. He was born with the sickle cell disease.

Jonas has suffered a lot of sickle cell crises from childhood. His
father Josiah Abuni says from childhood their first port of call
anytime Jonas suffered crisis has been spiritualists. They told

him this;
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THE STORY OF 12-YEAR OLD JONAS

Pacification of the gods clears Q way for the spiritualist or the

herbalist to begin his treatment of Jonas. And the process, as his

father described, sends shivers down the spine.
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IMPACT OF SICKLE CELL ON A FAMILY

» At Yorogo in the Upper East Region, Sickle Cell disease

has rendered a family poor. The father of the house is

Aguruko Aduko.




Aguruko Aduko




IMPACT OF SICKLE CELL ON A FAMILY

What has worsened their case is that, he has used all his livestock for sacrifices

to get his two boys and a girl healthy. Mr. Aduko says now he goes about

borrowing animals for sacrifices for his children when they are in crisis.
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IMPACT OF SICKLE CELL ON A FAMILY

o Their 16 year old daughter Mmaa Aduko who has the sickle cell

disease is a Junior High School student in one of the local schools

in Yorogo.

o She says the pain that comes with the disease makes her think

perhaps her family has offended God.
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Voice of Mmaa Aduko
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IMPACT OF SICKLE CELL ON A FAMILY

Even though they have been introduced to the hospital, Mmaa says

money to even buy folic acid, which sickle cell patients need

everyday, is a problem.
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Voice of Mmaa Aduko




IMPACT OF SICKLE CELL ON A FAMILY

The poverty story is not different at Yorogo where Jonas and his parents are.
They have also started taking him to the sickle cell clinic in Bolga. His father
says life is tough for them and financing treatment of the disease has now

become a problem.

02/12/2014 02/12/2014




lah

Vp)
®)
—_—
Y
@)
QL
-
o
>




Voice of Mmaa Aduko
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IMPACT OF SICKLE CELL ON A FAMILY

Poverty is endemic in this part of the country and this is
worsening the condition of sickle cell patients. Though
there is some education going on, there are still
thousands in other villages yet to have a feel of this. |
can only imagine how many of them are dying after
drinking all kinds of concoctions and sacrificing their

livestock for healing.
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